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East Anglia: Exploring economic strengths and addressing
productivity challenges 

East Anglia, comprising Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk,
and Peterborough, plays a key role in the UK economy.
Despite its potential, the region faces significant challenges
that impact its productivity and growth. These challenges
are shaped by disparities in infrastructure, skills, and
governance, compounded by its unique geography, which
blends urban hubs with expansive rural areas. To
strengthen the region’s economic position, it is essential to
address these interconnected issues. This research
highlights a range of cross-cutting themes underpinning
regional economic development and productivity. By
addressing these regional disparities, we aim to guide
strategic efforts that promote inclusive growth and support
long-term economic development across East Anglia.

Overview 

Key Themes and Findings

Inequality: Regional disparities in skills,
infrastructure, and job opportunities hinder inclusive
economic growth, particularly in rural areas.
Decarbonisation & Sustainability: East Anglia’s
leadership in renewable energy, especially offshore
wind, positions it as a key player in the UK's
transition to net-zero, but climate adaptation is
crucial for long-term sustainability.
Skills & Workforce Development: Skills mismatches
and a lack of investment in training impede
economic growth, highlighting the need for better
alignment between education and industry
demands.
Place-Based Strategies: Tailored strategies for
different areas, addressing local needs and fostering
regional coherence, are essential for effective
economic development.
Governance & Collaboration: Fragmented
governance across counties limits the region's
ability to coordinate efforts effectively, highlighting
the need for improved collaboration.

Figure 2. Productivity performance of UK ITL2 regions 

Figure 3. Drivers of Productivity, East Anglia  

Figure 1. The distribution of cities and towns across East Anglia 

East Anglia's productivity performance, as measured by
output per hour worked, places it in the "Catching Up"
category compared to other UK regions, indicating room
for improvement. While Cambridgeshire stands out with
strong productivity, other areas like Peterborough and
parts of Norfolk are lagging behind, highlighting
significant regional disparities that require targeted
interventions. The key interconnected themes for
addressing East Anglia's productivity challenges are:

Connectivity & Infrastructure:
Disparities in digital and
physical infrastructure,
especially in rural areas, impact
regional productivity and
access to opportunities.


